ENGLISH PRISONERS

Empress Josephine's establishment, except upon a certificate
from her steward saying that there are no debts. Look into
the accounts for 1811, and the estimate of expenditure foi
1812. The latter ought not to exceed i million. If too many
horses are being kept, some must be got rid of. The Em-
press has children and grandchildren. She ought to be
saving up, so as to be able to help them, instead of running
up bills.

You must not make any more payments to Queen
Hortense, either under the head of 'apanage' or of 'timber',
without asking me first. Have a talk with her steward too.
Tell him her establishment must be properly managed; not
only must there be no debts, but also all expenditure must
be carefully regulated.

[LECESTRE, ii, 891.]
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ENGLISH PRISONERS

TO  GENERAL  CLARKE, DUKE OF FELTRE

SAINT-CLOUD, November 12, 1811.

WHILST I was crossing the river at Givet, a detachment of
English prisoners was at work repairing a pontoon bridge.
I noticed particularly the keenness and activity of 8 or 10 of
these men, who jumped into a small boat to help get the
bridge into position. Order a list to be made of the 10 men
who distinguished themselves most in this affair: see that
each of them is given a new suit of clothes, 5 napoleons, and a
passport for Morlaix, where they will be referred to the
Transport Office, with an account of the reason for their
liberation. Inform the Minister of Marine, whom this
correspondence also concerns. There must be no favourit-
ism: preference must be given to the men who behaved
best. There is also at Morlaix an English minister who came
to ask my leave for a 3 months' visit to England. Let him
have it. He could be put in charge of the rest. Finally I
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